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Introduction

Paranda is a global community of women writers in Afghanistan and
the diaspora, facilitated by Untold Narratives in the UK and
supported by KfW Stiftung in Germany. This online network offers
a trusted creative space where Afghan writers collaborate with
international editors and literary translators, across languages, to
develop and publish their writing.

The seed for Paranda was planted in 2019, during a conversation
between Afghan radio scriptwriters and international colleagues in
which the female writers shared the challenges in publishing their
prose fiction - for decades, Afghanistan’s creative landscape had
been shaped and disrupted by political uncertainty. For women
writers in particular, opportunities to connect, to share their work,
and to publish in their own languages were extremely limited.

This conversation continued and in 2020 an open call for short
stories, in Pashto and Dari, was issued across Afghanistan. More than
two hundred submissions were received from aspiring women
writers of different ages and ethnicities - the radio scriptwriters were
not alone in their literary ambition. In response, Untold Narratives
was established to give writers, structurally marginalised by



community and/or conflict, an opportunity to develop their work,
share their stories with communities in their own languages, and
reach new audiences in translation.

The group worked remotely across continents and time zones,
undeterred by Covid, the return of the Taliban, and internet
shutdowns, to hone their work, sharing ideas across borders and
timezones with international literary editors and translators. Paranda
has grown into an active, editorial support network for more than 40
women writers in Afghanistan and the diaspora. Collectively, they’ve
had over a hundred short stories and essays commissioned and
published, both in translation and in their own languages in literary
journals, anthologies, and online publications.

The ten stories in this collection represent only a fraction of the
writing that has emerged from Paranda over the past five years. All
these pieces were first published in translation, but now, thanks to
Nogaam, the stories in Tongueless Speaker can reach a wider
readership and mark the Paranda writers continued resilience - most
of these writers have never met in person, but they remain united by
their desire to stay connected and their shared belief in the power of
words.

Lucy Hannah

Founder and Director, Untold Narratives






10.

‘Dogs Are Not to Blame’ was first published in English
translation in the anthology My Pen Is the Wing of a Bird: New
Fiction by Afghan Women (MacLehose Press, 2022).

‘The Most Beautiful Lips in the World’ was first published in
English translation in the anthology My Pen Is the Wing of a
Bird: New Fiction by Afghan Women (MacLehose Press, 2022).

‘Breaking News’ was first published in English translation in
Critical Muslim, 2024.

‘Kabul’s Haikus’ was first published in English translation in The
Markaz Review, 2023.

‘The Gray-Winged Pigeons of the Shrine” was first published in
English translation in Words Without Borders, 2024.

‘The Café’ was first published in English translation in Moveable
Type, 2023.

‘Hotel” was first published in English translation in Pen
Transmissions, 2023.

‘Hell is Within These Walls We Call Home’ was first published in
English translation in The Markaz Review, 2024.

‘A Chapan the Height of Noor Jan’ was first published in English
translation in Words Without Borders, 2025.

‘Tongueless Speaker’ was first published in English translation in
Words Without Borders, 2025.
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